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back to basics

Box 2.1

Let’s imagine you are interested in the number of pairs of shoes and pints of beer the average student 

purchases per month of university life. In order to do this, you have decided to do a survey of your 

classmates. Of course, this may or may not be the best way to do it, but for better or worse that is what 

you have chosen. You create a very short questionnaire with the following three questions:

1.	 Are you male or female? M___ F___

2.	 How many pairs of shoes did you buy last month? ________

3.	 How many pints of beer did you buy last month? ________

In order to gather all this data together you would use a spreadsheet such as the one in Figure 2.3a. 

You would probably set it up to look something like the one presented in Figure 2.3b, from Excel.

As you can see, each questionnaire has three possible variables, and the spreadsheet represents 

those variables as headers for three columns. Figure 2.3c shows the same spreadsheet with data 

from five questionnaires entered into it. As you can see, data from each questionnaire runs along 

the row. So, if you have five questionnaires, you will have five rows of data (not including the column 

headings in Excel).

Figure 2.3b
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